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Excerpts from the Motor Vehicle Act and Motor Vehicle 
Act Regulation, Province of British Columbia 

 

  
 
Extracted December 20 2004 for the purposes of Traffic 

Control Person Training 
 
 
 
 
 

WARNING 
 

These excerpts are incomplete. They highlight topics 
most directly related to the initial training of Traffic 

Control Persons.  All the MV Act and Regulations apply, 
not just those excerpted here. Workers and employers 

have the responsibility of knowing the regulations 
related to their workplace. 

 
These excerpts are provided for your convenience and are not official. The official, printed 
version of the Act can be obtained from Crown Publications. You may also wish to use the 
website version of the ACT at http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/M/96318_00.htm or of 
the Regulations at 
http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/reg/m/motorvehicle/26%5F58/26%5F58%2D00.htm 
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Excerpts from the Motor Vehicle Act 
[RSBC 1996] CHAPTER 318 
 

Copyright © 2004: Queen's Printer, 
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 

Part 3 
Exemption for emergency vehicles 

122 (1) Despite anything in this Part, but subject to subsections (2) and (4), a driver of 
an emergency vehicle may do the following: 

(a) exceed the speed limit; 

(b) proceed past a red traffic control signal or stop sign without stopping; 

(c) disregard rules and traffic control devices governing direction of movement or 
turning in specified directions; 

(d) stop or stand. 

(2) The driver of an emergency vehicle must not exercise the privileges granted by 
subsection (1) except in accordance with the regulations. 

(3) [Repealed 1997-30-2.] 

(4) The driver of an emergency vehicle exercising a privilege granted by subsection (1) 
must drive with due regard for safety, having regard to all the circumstances of the 
case, including the following: 

(a) the nature, condition and use of the highway; 

(b) the amount of traffic that is on, or might reasonably be expected to be on, the 
highway; 

(c) the nature of the use being made of the emergency vehicle at the time. 

Work in progress 

138 On a highway where new construction, reconstruction, widening, repair, marking or 
other work is being carried out, traffic control devices must be erected indicating that 
persons or equipment are working on the highway. 

Erection of speed sign 

139 On a highway where new construction, reconstruction, widening, repair, marking or 
other work is being carried out, traffic control devices must be erected to limit the rate 
of speed of vehicles or to restrict the manner in which the vehicles are to proceed on 
the highway. 
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Obedience to speed signs 

140 Where traffic control devices as indicated in section 138 or 139 are erected or 
placed on the highway, a person must not drive or operate a vehicle at a greater rate of 
speed than, or in a manner different from, that indicated on the signs. 

Obeying flagger 

141 If a flagger is controlling the movements of traffic around the section of highway 
being worked on, a person must not drive or operate a vehicle other than as directed by 
the flagger. 

Removal of temporary sign 

142 A person must not leave temporary traffic control devices in place on a highway 
after the reason for them being there no longer exists. 

Newly painted lines 

143 A person must not drive on or over a newly painted line or marking on a highway 
when the line is indicated by a traffic control device. 

Careless driving prohibited 

144 (1) A person must not drive a motor vehicle on a highway 

(a) without due care and attention, 

(b) without reasonable consideration for other persons using the highway, or 

(c) at a speed that is excessive relative to the road, traffic, visibility or weather 
conditions. 

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1) (a) or (b) is liable on conviction to a fine of 
not less than $100 and, subject to this minimum fine, section 4 of the Offence Act 
applies 
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Excerpts from the Motor Vehicle Act Regulations  
B.C. Reg. 26/58 

Copyright © 2004: Queen's Printer, 
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 

Division 23 --- Traffic Control Devices 

Special interpretation 

23.01 In this Division: 

"authority" means the Minister of Transportation and Highways or the council of a 
municipality in which a traffic control signal system is placed, erected or maintained, 
and includes a person duly authorized by either of them; 

"indication" means a signal lens display that is activated by internal illumination; 

"left turn signal control system" means a protected left turn signal control system or a 
protected/permissive left turn signal control system; 

"protected left turn signal control system" means a traffic control signal system that, by 
means of a steady green arrow indication, instructs a driver to turn left and then, by 
means of a circular yellow indication followed by a circular red indication, instructs him 
to stop until the next green arrow indication is displayed; 

"protected/permissive left turn signal control system" means a traffic control signal 
system that, by means of a flashing green arrow indication in conjunction with a circular 
red or a circular green indication, instructs a driver to turn left and then, by means of a 
steady yellow arrow indication followed by a circular green indication, instructs him that 
he is permitted to turn left when it is safe to do so; 

"regulatory" means a type of traffic sign which advises a motorist or pedestrian that 
certain action is required of him; disregard of such a sign constitutes an offence; 

"traffic control signal system" means all of the equipment making up a traffic signal 
installation at any location, but does not include 

(a) a continuously flashing circular yellow or circular red light that is not in a traffic 
signal head, 

(b) a fire signal, 

(c) a lane use signal, 

(d) a temporary signal at a construction or maintenance project, 

(e) a freeway entrance ramp signal, 
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(f) a signal at a swing or lift bridge or at a railway crossing, and 

(g) any other special purpose signal; 

"traffic signal head" means that part of a traffic control signal system that consists of 
one set of no less than 3 lenses that are coloured red, yellow and green and are 
mounted on a frame; 

"warning" means a type of traffic sign which warns a motorist that conditions on or 
adjacent to a highway are potentially hazardous to pedestrians or to vehicular traffic. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 598/77, s. 1; am. B.C. Reg. 426/87, s. 1.] 

Schedule 1 signs authorized 

23.02 All traffic signs corresponding to those depicted in Schedule 1 of this regulation 
shall conform with respect to shape, colour, minimum dimensions, symbols, wording 
and reflectorization to the standard traffic signs shown and described in Schedule 1. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 598/77, s. 1; am. B.C. Reg. 301/86, s. 1.] 

Schedule 2 signs authorized 

23.03 All traffic signs corresponding to those depicted in Schedule 2 of this regulation, 
if erected after June 30, 1978, shall conform with respect to shape, colour, minimum 
dimensions, symbols, wording and reflectorization to the standard traffic signs shown 
and described in Schedule 2. 

[en. B. C. Reg. 598/77, s. 1; am. B.C. Reg. 301/86, s. 1.] 

Signs in use until December 31, 2004 

23.04 Despite section 23.02, until December 31, 2004, any signs in Schedule 3 of this 
Division that correspond to those depicted in Schedule 1 of this Division may be used in 
place of the signs in Schedule 1 which have the same titles and meanings. 

[en. B. C. Reg. 6/2001, s. 1.] 

Traffic sign meanings 

23.05 All traffic signs depicted in Schedules 1, 2 and 3 shall have the titles and 
meanings accompanying each sign illustration or group of illustrations. The words 
"regulatory" and "warning" following the title of a sign or group of signs in a schedule 
designates the sign type. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 598/77, s. 1.] 
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Non-schedule signs 

23.06 All regulatory or warning signs, other than those depicted in Schedules 1, 2 and 3 
shall conform in design and colour with regulatory or warning signs of similar functional 
type shown in the 3 schedules. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 598/77. s. 1.] 

Sign dimensions 

23.07 Sign dimensions, as shown in Schedules 1, 2 and 3, are the minimum 
dimensions that may be used. If a larger sign is used, it shall have the same 
proportionate shape as its minimum. For diamond shaped and triangular shaped signs, 
the dimensions are for the sign sides, not the diameters. Dimensions specified for any 
other sign shape are for the horizontal diameter followed by the vertical diameter. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 598/77, s. 1.] 

Substitution 

23.08 Wherever the word "reflectorized" is used in Schedules 1, 2 and 3, the word 
"illuminated" may be substituted. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 598/77, s. 1.] 

Traffic signals 

23.09 (1) An electrically operated traffic control signal system by which traffic is 
directed to stop and to proceed shall 

(a) consist of traffic signal heads containing one circular red indication and one 
circular yellow indication, and may be in combination with one or more of the 
following: 

(i) a circular green indication; 

(ii) one or more green arrow indications; 

(iii) one yellow arrow indication; 

(iv) one white rectangle indication, 

and more than one indication may be illuminated at the same time, 

(b) have the lenses of the traffic signal heads vertically arranged in the following 
order from top to bottom: 

white rectangle; 

circular red; 
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circular yellow; 

circular green; 

straight through green arrow; 

left turn yellow arrow; 

left turn green arrow; 

right turn yellow arrow; 

right turn green arrow, and 

(c) have at least 2 traffic signal heads for each approach direction located as 
follows: 

(i) for traffic control signal systems except left turn signal control systems, 

(A) one traffic control signal head shall be suspended on the far side of 
each intersection over the right side of the roadway, and 

(B) the other traffic signal head shall be located either on the far left 
side of each intersection or, where there is a protected left turn signal 
control system at that location, on the far right side of the intersection, 
adjacent to and clear of the roadway; 

(ii) for protected/permissive left turn signal control systems, 

(A) one traffic signal head shall be suspended on the far side of each 
intersection over the furthest left lane on the right side of the roadway, 
and 

(B) the other traffic signal head shall be located on the far left side of 
each intersection adjacent to and clear of the roadway; 

(iii) for protected left turn signal control systems, 

(A) one traffic signal head shall be located on the far side of each 
intersection, either on the median island or suspended over the 
opposing left turn lane, and 

(B) the other traffic signal head shall be located on the far left side of 
each intersection adjacent to and clear of the roadway. 

(2) For the purpose of subsection (1) (c), the lowest part of a traffic signal head shall be 

(a) not less than 4.75 m nor more than 6.0 m above the roadway, if the traffic 
signal head is suspended, and 

(b) not less than 1.25 m nor more than 4.75 m above the roadway, if the traffic 
signal head is located adjacent to and clear of the roadway. 

(3) Where a pedestrian signal head is installed, it shall 
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(a) contain square or rectangular lenses with white or orange written or symbolic 
messages, white indicating a "walk" message and orange indicating a "don't walk" 
message, 

(b) be located at the end of the crosswalk with the lowest part of the pedestrian 
signal head not less than 2.5 m nor more than 3 m above the roadway, and 

(c) be separated laterally from traffic signal heads pointing in the same direction. 

(4) Repealed. [B.C. Reg. 241/88, s. 1.] 

[en. B.C. Reg. 426/87, s. 2; am. B.C. Regs. 241/88, s. 1; 147/94.] 

Electrically operated control signal 

23.10 Where an electrically operated traffic control signal installation is installed at a 
location other than a simple intersection, the arrangement of the signal heads shall 
comply as nearly as possible with the provisions of this regulation. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 598/77, s. 1.] 

Protected/permissive left turn signal 

23.11 An authority must not install 

(a) a traffic control system that does not comply with section 23.09 or 23.10, or 

(b) a protected/permissive left turn signal control system that does not display a 
steady left turn yellow arrow, or a circular yellow, indication immediately after a left 
turn green arrow indication, except in railway pre-emption clearance where the 
green arrow is used to clear vehicles from the railway tracks, in which case the 
green arrow may be followed by a circular yellow indication. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 29/98.] 

Traffic sign changes 

23.12 Where a warning or regulatory sign other than a 30 KILOMETRES PER HOUR TAB 
is erected by an authority, the authority may substitute another weight, speed, distance 
or time for the weight, speed, distance or time set out in Schedule 1, 2 or 3 in respect of 
that sign and the sign erected with this change is valid for the purpose of Schedule 1, 2 
or 3 as the case may be. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 72/90, s. 1; am. B.C. Reg. 36/92.] 

Schedule 1 
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